
The 3M Clinical Data Repository (3M CDR) is a central database of 
individual, electronic, lifetime patient records that users can access, analyze, 
and add to, right at the point of care. While data in the 3M CDR comes 
primarily from interfaced legacy information systems, clinicians can also 
document findings directly into the 3M CDR. Once stored in the 3M CDR, 
data can immediately become available to authorized users throughout the 
healthcare continuum: acute care facilities, clinics, surgery centers, wellness 
and home health care centers, and doctors’ offices.

Although the 3M CDR collects and stores patient demographic, encounter, 
and clinical data from information systems across healthcare settings and 
over time, it is more than a “data warehouse.” The 3M CDR provides:

Data accessibility—Instead of searching for paper charts or medical 
records from other facilities, clinicians and other authorized users easily 
access patient data stored in the 3M CDR via customized applications 
and remotely through clinician portals.

Up-to-date patient data—Users see the latest data because information 
is continuously transmitted over standard interfaces from existing legacy 
systems.

Data “depth and breadth”—The 3M CDR stores an extensive range of 
complex data gathered from across an integrated delivery network and 
supports the addition of new data fields as needed.

Patient-centered record structure—The 3M CDR tracks all patient 
encounters and episodes—no matter where or when they occurred—so 
clinicians throughout the enterprise can share treatment information and 
focus on preventive care.

Data security—Access to the patient data in the 3M CDR is controlled at 
the database, transaction, and application levels.
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Companion 3M products

The features and functionality of 

the 3M Clinical Data Repository are 

strengthened by:

3M™ Enterprise Master Person Index

The 3M Enterprise Master Person 

Index (3M EMPI) allows clinicians 

and other administrative users to 

identify a person across all care sites 

in an enterprise. It integrates and 

consolidates patient identifiers from 

multiple computer systems into a 

single index containing demographics 

and encounter information.

3M™ Healthcare Data Dictionary

The 3M Healthcare Data Dictionary 

(3M HDD) translates and encodes 

all of the diverse data coming into 

the 3M CDR into natural language 

that preserves both the content and 

context of the information.

3M™ Clinical Data Repository
Provides efficient, centralized access to a patient’s lifetime medical record at the point of care, which can help 
reduce risk, save time, and improve clinical decisions

Preserves the investment in and useful life of existing legacy information systems by exchanging data through 
open system architecture and standards compliance

Can help increase collaboration among caregivers and reduce costs by improving the coordination and 
management of treatment
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3M™ Clinical Data Repository
Besides saving the cost of replacing legacy systems, an 
enterprise may realize a return on investment because 
the 3M CDR can help increase the value of data by:

Capturing data from diverse sources in various 
formats and storing it in a common, context-sensitive 
form that is meaningful to the people who use it

Integrating all of a patient’s data under a unique 
patient identifier

Enabling expert system technology to compare and 
analyze current data against the patient’s long-term 
history and alert caregivers to critical situations

When an enterprise can provide clinical decision 
support to its caregivers through convenient and 
timely access to critical patient data, it can significantly 
improve its quality of care and patient outcomes, hold 
down treatment costs, and standardize optimal practice 
patterns throughout all of its facilities and care sites.

Enhanced work flow
The design of the 3M CDR lets users easily access 
and work with data organized around the patient 
or enterprise member, rather than by care facility or 
department. For example, a third-party, enterprise-wide 
scheduling system can be linked to the 3M CDR to 
supply patient scheduling information. Clinicians can 
then use a web-enabled application to see their current 
day’s patient appointment list. The clinician can select 
a patient from the list, retrieve that patient’s entire data 
record from the 3M CDR, and then review, edit, and 
add to the record as part of the actual care process.
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Open system architecture
The 3M CDR’s open system architecture lets an 
enterprise preserve its investment in legacy information 
systems, because the 3M CDR gathers data through 
continuous transmissions from existing laboratory, 
pharmacy, ADT, transcription, and scheduling systems, 
all of which remain intact and operational. The 3M 
CDR receives data over standard HL7 interfaces, 
and, because of its SQL structure, allows clinicians, 
enterprise planners, researchers, administrators, and 
other users to examine patient data:

Concurrently within protocols and treatment 
guidelines

Retrospectively for quality studies, trend analysis, 
and other reports

Call today
For more information on how 3M solutions can assist 
your organization, contact your 3M sales representative, 
call us toll-free at 1-888-833-4341, or visit us online at 
www.3M.com/CA/HIS.
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