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The solution to the challenge, 
brought about by the 
combination of specified 
performance criteria, was the 
adoption of Copon LS4000. 
This innovative Copon material 
is formulated as a two 
component water-borne clear 
intumescent coating, capable 
of application by brush, roller 
or spray.

The main contractor – Burnaby 
Industrial Cleaning Co Ltd, 
Manchester, subcontracted the 
painting work to Northern Fire 
Coatings Ltd of Preston. All 
work was carried out to the 
complete satisfaction of the 
client.

The end result of adopting 
Copon LS4000 as a crucial 
element of the project is 
twofold:

Significant improvements in 
fire safety for the occupants of 
the building

An aesthetically sympathetic 
restoration of another piece of 
English heritage.
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The ‘1830 Warehouse’ is the 
oldest railway warehouse in the 
world built in 1830 by the 
Manchester to Liverpool Railway 
Company. It was used for over 
150 years to store goods for 
distribution in the Manchester 
area.

The project, sponsored and 
overseen by English Heritage 
and the Manchester Museum of 
Science and Technology, was to 
restore the building fabric to its 
prime condition and convert it to 
public/business occupancy.

A significant part of the interior 
work involved the refurbishment 
of the supporting roof structure. 
A principle requirement was to 
incorporate extended fire 
protection to the timber beams 
and columns. However, at the 
same time, it was stipulated that 
the natural appearance of the 
wood should be retained, by 
specifying a clear protective 
coating


