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The solution to the challenge 
was the adoption of Copon 
LS4000, a two component 
water-borne clear intumescent 
coating in conjunction with 
Copon Polycote CL, a single 
component clear sealer for 
wood.

The main contractor – Burnaby 
Industrial Cleaning Co Ltd, 
Manchester, subcontracted the 
painting work to Northern Fire 
Coatings Ltd of Preston, who 
carried out the work during 
April and May 1996.

The end result of adopting 
Copon LS4000 and Copon 
Polycote CL as a crucial 
element of the project is 
twofold:

Significant improvements in 
fire safety for the occupants of 
the building

An aesthetically sympathetic 
restoration of another piece of 
English heritage.
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The ‘Merchants Warehouse’ is 
the oldest surviving warehouse 
in Castlefield (Manchester). It 
was built in 1825 and used for 
the storage of goods transported 
via barges on the canal. The 
barges were loaded and 
unloaded inside the warehouse 
by a hoist on the top floor, a 
feature exclusive to canal side 
warehouses.

The ‘Merchants Warehouse’ is a 
grade 2 listed building and is 
remarkable for its unique design 
and extensive use of timber. 
One half of the warehouse was 
badly damaged by fire in 1971 
and has during the course of 
1995 been fully restored to its 
original condition.

A principle requirement was to 
incorporate extended fire 
protection to timber beams and 
columns.


